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ASSISTANCE 


The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  is  en- 
gaged in  several  programs  of  social  and  technical  aid  to 
underdeveloped  areas.  Through  these  it  hopes  in  some 
small  measure  to  attack  the  basic  causes  of  miseries 
which  often  breed  conflict.  It  hopes  to  help  build  mu- 
tual friendliness  and  confidence  necessary  to  peace. 

In  the  wide  field  of  international  assistance,  which 
calls  for  huge  sums  of  money  and  large  numbers  of 
technically  trained  persons,  the  AFSC  can  carry  out 
only  small,  demonstration  work.  This  can  emphasize 
the  relationship  between  evolving  social  patterns  and 
economic  change.  In  many  instances  technical  devel- 
opment disrupts  age-old  social  situations.  It  often  brings 
a margin  of  leisure  instead  of  grinding  toil;  sound 
health  and  longer  life  instead  of  debilitating  disease 
and  premature  death;  ability  to  read  and  write  instead 
of  ignorance  and  fear.  Into  this  the  Committee  seeks 
to  bring  to  bear  experience  gained  in  relief,  rehabilita- 
tion and  self-help  undertakings. 

Social  and  technical  assistance  programs  are  under 
way  in  India,  Israel,  Mexico,  Pakistan,  Italy  and  El 
Salvador. 


These  two  pictures  contrast  the  old  and  new  methods  of  cultivation  in  an  Arab  village  in 
Israel.  Villagers  cleared  fields  of  stones  in  order  to  be  able  to  use  modern  machinery. 
Then  they  used  the  stones  to  build  a much-needed  road. 


Pupils  in  the  basic  education  school  near  Parlakimedi  (Orissa)  execute 
a folk  dance  while  others  are  "sidewalk  superintendents."  The  Indians 
are  only  about  15%  literate.  Orissa  education  work  will  include  an 
adult  literacy  campaign  by  one  of  the  quick  methods;  circulation  of 
simple  literature  on  practical  village  problems;  encouraging  local 
elementary  schools  where  none  exists;  technical  and  social  education 
of  the  entire  community  through  extension  work.  Schools  will  be  the 
center  of  many  village  activities. 


Bread-making  at  the  Itarsi  hospital  near  Rasulia,  is  long,  hard  work. 
This  hospital  (85  beds;  nurses  training),  one  of  two  in  the  area,  is 
cooperatively  run  by  Friends  Hospital  Association.  Under  the  expanded 
AFSC  program  in  the  Rasulia  area,  one  Indian  doctor  will  head  public 
health  work,  concentrating  on  preventive  measures.  He  will  make  use 
of  the  hospital  laboratory.  Four  village  extension  workers  will  help 
teach  villagers  how  to  have  a sanitary  water  supply;  construct  latrines 
and  improve  drains;  vaccinate  and  inoculate,  and  organize  a medical 
cooperative.  The  Indian  government  is  contemplating  various  education 
projects  for  planned  parenthood. 
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India 

Two  long-term  social-technical  programs  have 
been  started  in  India.  A small,  initial  grant  was 
accepted  by  the  Committee  from  the  United 
States  Technical  Cooperation  Administration  to 
start  these. 

In  the  Sambalpur  district  of  Orissa,  work  has 
begun  in  24  villages  and  is  expected  to  extend  to 
40.  The  district  is  included  in  the  Hirakud  Dam 
project  of  the  central  Indian  government,  to  pro- 
vide irrigation  for  100,000  acres  and  24,000  kilo- 
watts of  hydro-electric  energy  for  various  parts 
of  the  state,  by  1954.  The  government  has  very 
little  money  for  programs  of  health,  education, 
agricultural  techniques,  or  soil  conservation  in 
connection  with  this  engineering  development. 
In  addition  to  helping  in  these  fields,  the  Com- 
mittee also  is  encouraging  village  industries  and 
cooperative  marketing.  Better  health  and  new 
methods  of  cultivation  are  expected  to  bring 
some  leisure  time  to  the  villagers  who  will  be 
encouraged  to  use  this  for  making  products  of 
use  to  themselves,  their  immediate  neighbors  and 
possibly  for  wider  market. 

In  addition  to  nine  western  workers,  more 
than  30  Indians  on  the  AFSC  staff  will  live 
and  work  in  the  villages.  These,  and  an  under- 
study for  each  western  worker,  will  be  trained 
to  carry  on  after  the  AFSC  withdraws. 

A rural  center — farm,  school  and  other  activi- 
ties— has  been  operated  in  Madhya  Pradesh  by 
British  Friends  for  several  years.  A small  hospital 
is  sponsored  by  Friends  and  the  local  govern- 
ment. 

The  AFSC  is  using  these  activities  as  the 
base  for  extension  work  into  nearby  villages.  It 
is  centered  in  Rasulia,  with  sub-centers  in  four 
villages.  From  these  it  reaches  into  some  25  com- 
munities in  the  area.  Included  in  the  program 
are  agricultural  development,  public  health, 
child  and  adult  education  and  village  industries. 
A model  dairy  and  milk  cooperative  are  planned 
to  help  meet  the  need  for  improved  livestock  and 
for  milk  and  milk  products. 

Support  is  being  given  to  make  it  possible  for 
more  children  to  attend  the  village  school. 

The  experimental  farm,  of  some  50  acres  under 
British  Friends,  has  been  doubled.  An  agricultur- 
ist from  the  United  States  is  working  with  the 
British  administrator  who  has  been  in  the  com- 
munity for  ten  years. 
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Pakistan 

In  20  villages  in  the  vicinity  of  Harappa,  in 
the  Punjab,  the  Committee  is  undertaking  work 
similar  to  that  already  begun  in  India. 

In  this  work  more  emphasis  will  be  placed  on 
development  of  village  industries.  The  area  is  al- 
ready using  an  irrigation  system  built  under 
British  rule  and  the  villagers  are  good  farmers. 
About  one-third  of  them  have  always  been  in  the 
area.  Others  came  under  a colonization  scheme 
some  40  years  ago,  or  as  refugees  from  India  at 
the  time  the  sub-continent  was  partitioned. 

Special  effort  will  be  made  to  encourage  devel- 
opment of  village  wood-lots.  Forests  have  been 
destroyed,  forcing  villagers  now  to  use  for  fuel 
the  cowdung  which  could  be  more  profitably 
used  for  fertilizer. 

Israel 

An  agricultural  experiment,  in  the  village  of 
Tu’ran  in  Israel,  helps  Arab  villagers  improve 
their  farming  methods.  Two  Quaker  agricultur- 
ists work  in  the  village.  Some  modern  farm  ma- 
chinery has  been  introduced.  A surprising 
change  already  has  taken  place,  both  in  agricul- 
tural practices  and  in  cooperation  and  commu- 
nity feeling  among  the  villagers.  The  activities 
are  being  expanded  to  include  terracing  of  hill- 
sides, planting  of  fruit  trees,  child  health  and 
welfare.  The  work  has  had  the  approval  and 
cooperation  of  the  Israeli  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Italy 

In  Italy  material  and  moral  misery  underlies 
political  and  economic  unrest.  A basic  attack  on 
this  is  being  made  by  the  Union  for  the  Struggle 
Against  Illiteracy  in  the  South  (UNLA)  which 
has  established  adult  education  work  in  re- 
mote mountain  villages.  This  work  is  not  solely 
academic,  but  engenders  real  community  life, 
revolving  around  UNLA  Centers.  It  promotes 
cooperation  and  civic  responsibility,  as  it  teaches 
farmers  to  read  and  write. 

The  AFSC  is  helping  UNLA  to  build  seven 
new  Centers,  two  of  which  are  under  construc- 
tion. It  is  helping  provide  cattle  to  restock  and 
improve  the  local  breed.  It  helped  provide  a fig- 
pressing plant  to  save  unmarketable  fruit  for 
local  consumption  during  the  lean  winter 
months.  It  is  undergirding  this  social  and  eco- 
nomic assistance  by  supplementing  the  meager 
food  rations. 


Digging  drainage  ditches  in  village  streets  was  one  job  done  by 
Friends  Service  Unit  members  and  villagers  as  a part  of  the  work  in 
Nayarit,  Mexico.  The  work  of  the  Pilot  Project  includes  health,  agricul- 
ture, rural  industries,  recreation,  education  and  cultural  activities,  and 
building  roads  and  schools. 

Since  this  program  started,  the  Service  Committee  has  sent  volunteers 
to  work  in  the  Pilot  Project  region.  Explorations  are  now  under  way  to 
extend  this  type  of  work  to  El  Salvador,  with  volunteers  working  at  the 
invitation  of  El  Salvador's  government,  in  the  area  of  a Rural  Demon- 
stration Project  initiated  last  year  when  El  Salvador  and  the  United 
Nations  signed  agreements  for  technical  cooperation  in  the  San 
Andres  Valley. 


A Pilot  Project  in  Basic  Education,  developed  by  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment along  lines  suggested  by  UNESCO,  has  been  under  way  in  the 
state  of  Nayarit  for  two  years.  Friends  Service  Units,  which  had  been 
doing  village  work  in  Mexico  since  1939,  were  asked  to  send  volun- 
teers to  work  with  villagers  and  the  staff  of  the  "Ensayo  Piloto."  One 
of  their  first  jobs,  as  shown  above,  was  to  help  meet  the  need  for 
adequate  sanitary  facilities. 

The  fundamental  task  in  Nayarit,  as  in  so  many  other  places,  is  to 
achieve  a sound  working  relationship  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  area, 
so  that  while  digging  a drain  or  painting  a privy,  cooperation,  self- 
help,  and  mutual  understanding  are  cultivated. 


THE  WIDER  WORK 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  carries  into  action 
some  of  the  social  concerns  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
(Quakers).  It  was  founded  in  1917  and  immediately  engaged  in 
relief  and  post-war  reconstruction  in  Europe.  Since  then,  acting  on 
respect  for  individual  personality  and  belief  in  the  power  of  love 
to  overcome  violence,  the  AFSC  has  worked  amid  social  or  eco- 
nomic tensions  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  bringing  material  aid 
and  an  expression  of  human  fellowship. 

The  Committee  now  works  in  Europe,  Asia,  the  Middle  East, 
Central  America  and  the  United  States.  In  twelve  neighborhood 
centers  and  three  student  centers — located  in  Germany,  Austria, 
France,  Japan  and  Israel — libraries,  nurseries,  study  groups,  recre- 
ation programs  and  many  other  community  endeavors  flourish. 
Friends  International  Centers,  sponsored  by  the  AFSC  and  other 
Friends  groups,  are  located  in  12  cities  where  opportunities  exist 
to  bring  Friends’  beliefs  and  methods  to  bear  on  some  present-day 
• international  problems.  Present  work  among  some  of  the  millions 
of  refugees  in  Germany  and  Austria  is  expected  to  expand  during 
the  year  on  the  basis  of  special  studies  now  being  made. 

Nearly  1600  tons  of  food  was  shipped  abroad  in  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1951;  the  largest  shipments  going  to  Japan  where 
need  continues  to  be  acute.  During  the  same  period  588  tons  of 
clothing  and  related  supplies  were  shipped  in  major  quantities  to 
seven  countries.  Small  gifts  went  to  three  other  countries. 

In  the  United  States  the  Committee  sponsors  a wide  variety  of 
projects  aimed  at  reducing  tensions  and  building  understanding. 

The  Committee  works  with  community  leaders  on  the  racial  and 
economic  tensions  which  bring  about  unequal  job  opportunities, 
poor  and  restricted  housing,  inadequate  educational  facilities  and 
opportunities,  and  other  ills. 

Through  other  Committee  projects  approximately  a thousand 
young  people  of  high  school  and  college  age  participate  each  year 
in  work  camps  set  in  areas  of  tension,  in  interne  programs  in  in- 
dustry or  on  farms,  and  as  members  of  units  serving  in  mental  and 
correctional  institutions. 

Other  projects  are  designed  specifically  to  bring  attention  to  the 
problems  involved  in  international  relations.  Starting  with  students 
in  high  schools  and  colleges,  and  going  on  to  a cross-section  of 
American  communities  and  to  hundreds  of  young  people  from 
other  countries  who  are  working  or  studying  in  the  United  States, 
programs  are  developed  which  bring  to  these  people  the  opportu- 
nity to  become  world-minded  citizens. 

In  the  last  few  years  the  Committee  has  put  emphasis  on  special 
studies  of  Russian-American  relations,  and  has  attempted  to  arouse 
interest  and  study  in  this  field  by  publishing  several  of  these 
studies,  the  most  recent  being  STEPS  TO  PEACE. 


AFSC  workers  in  the  foreign  field  serve  as  volunteers  on  a 
maintenance  basis.  They  are  of  many  religious  affiliations  and  three 
races.  The  Committee  cooperates  with  other  Friends  groups.  In 
Japan  relief  supplies  are  routed  through  Licensed  Agencies  for 
Relief  in  Asib.  All  the  Committee’s  work  is  carried  out  without 
regard  to  race,  creed  or  politics. 

Your  Help  Needed 

The  Committee’s  total  cash  budget  for  the  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1952  is  $3,585,350. 

All  the  Committee’s  work  is  made  possible  through  the  interest 
and  support  of  those  who  share  its  objectives.  Contributions  are 
needed  to  continue  the  social  and  technical  assistance  programs 
described  in  this  folder,  and  for  the  other  activities  of  the  Com 
mittee. 

The  Committee  appreciates  the  confidence  placed  in  it  in  the 
past  and  goes  forward  in  the  faith  that  support  for  these  under- 
takings will  be  continued  and  increased. 

Checks  may  be  made  payable  to: 

American  Friends  Service  Committee,  Incorporated 
and  mailed  to  any  of  the  offices  listed  below: 


AUSTIN  12,  Texas— University  YMCA 
CAMBRIDGE  38,  Mass.— 130  Brattle  St. 
CHICAGO  3,  Illinois— 19  South  LaSalle  St. 
COLUMBUS  9,  Ohio— 2268  East  Main  St. 

DES  MOINES  16,  Iowa— 1116  East  University  Ave. 
GREENSBORO,  N.  Carolina— 225  East  Lee  St. 
NEW  YORK  6,  New  York— 53  Broadway 


PASADENA  4,  California— 825  Herkimer  St. 
PHILADELPHIA  7,  Pennsylvania— 20  South  12th  St. 
PORTLAND  14,  Oregon— 1108  Southeast  Grand  Ave 
RICHMOND,  Indiana— Overview,  Route  28 
SAN  FRANCISCO  15,  California— 1830  Sutter  St. 
SEATTLE  5,  Washington— 3959  15th  Ave.,  N.E. 
WICHITA,  Kansas— 2023  University  Ave. 
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